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2.5 Transportation and Communication 
 
Transportation networks play a crucial role in the economy and life of the people of the 
Gwich’in Settlement Area.  There is an extensive traditional network of travel routes used by 
the Gwich’in.  Modern transportation options include barges along the major waterways, 
boats, motorized land vehicles and aircraft.  Goods and supplies are brought in by 
commercial aircraft, truck traffic, and barges. 
 
The Dempster Highway connects Fort McPherson, Tsiigehtchic and Inuvik to the Yukon 
Territory and the rest of Canada.  It is the most northern public highway in North America and 
is open year round except for short periods of time during river freeze up and ice break-up.  
Ice roads created in the winter provide highway links to Aklavik and Tuktoyaktuk.   
 
The main travel options for people coming into the area are the Dempster Highway and 
aircraft.  Inuvik is the centre for air travel with a jet accessible airport while Fort McPherson 
and Aklavik each have small airports.  Within the Gwich’in Settlement Area, boat travel is 
common in the summer and snowmobile travel is the main mode of travel in the winter. 
 
Communication in the Gwich’in Settlement Area is provided primarily through telephone 
services and internet access in all communities.  Cell phone service is limited to around the 
communities; it doesn’t extend along the length of the Dempster highway. Satellite phones 
can be fairly reliable throughout the region with the right service provider, but are not 
commonly used because of the cost.  Although maybe not used as much as they once were, 
bush radios are still an important part of communication for the area.  They are an 
inexpensive way for people stay in touch while on the land. 
 
Accessed through satellite feeds or the internet, there are no real limits to radio and television 
programs available to provide local, national and international news, and entertainment for 
the Gwich’in Settlement Area. 
 
 
2.6 Existing Designated Areas 
 
Several areas within the Gwich’in Settlement Area have legislated conservation related 
designations (see Figure 14).   
 
Peel River Preserve 
Established in the 1920s. Provides hunting rights to the Gwich’in within its boundaries. The 
Peel River Preserve, although still in place, is not considered a significant designation today 
because traditional hunting rights are guaranteed by the Gwich’in Land Claim. 
 
Arctic Red River Heritage River 
Established in 1993 through the Canadian Heritage Rivers System.  The designation gives 
national recognition to Canada’s outstanding rivers.   Heritage River status promotes 
protection of the river but does not set aside land for conservation. 
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Gwich’in Territorial Park 
Established in 1996 by the Government of the Northwest Territories.  This is a small park (88 
km2) on the outskirts of Inuvik created to provide economic and recreation opportunities, and 
to conserve wildlife habitat and heritage values.  This small park is the only area in the 
Gwich’in Settlement Area with a partial conservation mandate.  The park has significant 
wildlife habitat (peregrine falcon, waterfowl and fish).  
 
Nagwichoonjik (Mackenzie River) National Historic Site 
Established as a National Historic Site in January 1998.  This section of the Mackenzie River 
from Thunder River to Point Separation will be commemorated by a number of trilingual 
plaques along the designated stretch of the river.  This section of the Mackenzie River was 
chosen as a National Historic Site due to its cultural, social and spiritual significance to the 
Gwichya Gwich’in. 
 
Lost Patrol Memorial  
There is a monument at the base of Gwatlat Hill marking the location of where the bodies of 
Constables Kinney and Taylor were found from the Royal Northwest Mounted Police “Lost 
Patrol”.  The monument is a log pyramid with a wooden plaque. 
 
Wayside Parks 
There are a number of small wayside parks along the Dempster Highway.  Wayside parks 
provide facilities to tourists and recreational opportunities for local residents. 
 
 
NORTHWEST TERRITORIES HISTORIC SITES

 
Nominations for the following sites have been made by the Gwich’in Social and Cultural 
Institute. 19  If applied, this designation is commemorative only and will not provide legal 
protection.  Regardless of any official designations, these sites still have archaeological and 
cultural values which should be respected.  Sites within municipal boundaries have not been 
included in this list because the land use plan does not apply to municipal lands. 
 
Knut Lang’s Place 
The heritage value of this site is associated with an important economic development phase 
of the Northwest Territories; the period when some independent traders such as Knut Lang 
worked with different local groups in supplying the global fur economy.  This designation also 
commemorates a relationship of respect between non-Natives and the local Aboriginal 
populations.  Knut operated his trading post from 1936 to 1964, and is remembered for his 
caring and generosity. More recently, the site has been used as a drug and alcohol program 
facility and a science camp.  
 
Constable Millen’s Cairn 
A grey log pyramid marks the spot where RCMP Constable Edgar “Spike” Millen, who 
was in charge of the Arctic Red River Detachment at the time, was killed in the line of 
duty on the morning of January 30, 1932.  As part of an RCMP search party, he was 
mortally wounded during an altercation with the man they were attempting to apprehend.  
That man was Albert Johnson, who was also known as “The Mad Trapper”.  
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This historic site overlaps with conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Nagwichoo Tshik (Mouth of the Peel Village)  
Nagwichoo Tshik is associated with events that have shaped the history of the Northwest 
Territories.  These are related to the fur trade and most particularly, the growth of muskrat 
trapping during the early twentieth century.  The place is also representative of the Teet�’it 
Gwich’in way of life and tradition, as it became a major fishing location for them during this 
period.  The Mouth of the Peel is the only historic village still standing in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.   
 
This historic site overlaps with heritage conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Nataiinlaii (Eight Miles) 
This place was the scene of several battles between the Teet�’it Gwich’in and the Siglit during 
the early historic period.  Over the years, the place developed into an important fishing 
village.  Its existence is closely related to the establishment of Fort McPherson and the 
presence of the Hudson’s Bay Company in the area.  Today, the village is ‘home’ to many 
Teet�’it Gwich’in elders who have established cabins and fish houses there and continue to 
live their traditional lifestyle.   
 
This historic site overlaps with heritage conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Kaii Luk Tshik (Travaillant Creek) 
The site encompasses about 2.5 km2 on the north shore of the Mackenzie River surrounding 
the mouth of Travaillant Creek.  Khaii Luk Tshik was a thriving trading community during the 
early to mid twentieth century and in legendary times.  It is the head of a traditional trail 
leading to the wintering country of the north.  Physical records of the rich history and current 
use of the site include archaeological sites, buildings and graves. 
 
This historic site is overlapped by conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Teetshik Goghaa (Old Arctic Red) 
In pre-contact times this site was a traditional fishing and gathering place for the Gwichya 
Gwich’in.  It later became the site of one of the first Roman Catholic Missions in the vicinity.  
The most visible human features left today are the remains of an old stone fire place and 
several wooden grave markers that are recorded as an archaeological site. 
 
This historic site overlaps with heritage conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use Plan. 
 
 
Chigwaazraii, Sreih Nitsìk, Ddhah Zhìt Han and Eneekaii Han   
(Black Mountain, Red Mountain, Rat River, and Husky Channel)  
This landscape encompasses several important cultural features.  This landscape plays an 
important role traditionally and mythologically for the Ehdiitat Gwich’in and continues to be 
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used for subsistence fishing and hunting, as well as, recreation by Aklavik residents today.  
The modern and historic use of the area, tied together with trails, is culturally bound in a 
collection of stories and legends which all celebrate the unique relationship the Gwich’in have 
with this special landscape.  
 
This historic site significantly overlaps with conservation zoning in the Gwich’in Land Use 
Plan. 
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