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Plan Approval Process
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? Plan wording needs to be finalised.
? The way to address the differences between the land use plan
and the Mining Regulations for the
short term is a temporary land
withdrawal. In the long term, revisions to the Mining Regulations.
? A commitment to mineral and oil
and gas assessments in the Conservation Zones to help with more detailed planning in the future.
? The Plan approval process requires approval of the proposed
Federal changes by the communities, GTC, and GNWT.

Most of the federal comments on
Plan wording were small changes
that simply made parts of the Plan
easier to understand. However, to
respond to some of the comments
and concerns from the federal government, the Board had to make
some bigger changes to the Plan.
The most important of these are:

prevents confusion with the NWT
Protected Areas Strategy which is a
legislative ‘toolbox’ for areas of
cultural or ecological significance.
? Adding more detail about how a
pipeline route through a Conservation Zone would be evaluated.
? Minor changes to the Conservation Zone boundaries required to
simplify the description of the areas for the temporary land withdrawal.

Proposed Revisions to the Land Use Plan

During the final review by the federal government, they raised some
very fundamental concerns. The
main issue is that if the federal
government approves the Plan as it
is written, they believe the nodevelopment provisions of the 17
Gwich’in Conservation Zones
would conflict with the existing
Canada Mining Regulations.
(Development in this case is activities requiring licences, permits, or

? Using the name Conservation
Zone instead of Protected Area for
the areas of no development. This

Door Prize Winners!
What makes the Gwich’in Land
Use Plan such an important
tool for land management is
that its policies are directed by
the communities. To thank
people for taking time to participate, the Board drew for
door prizes of a camp stove
and chainsaw at each meeting.
The lucky winners were...

Inuvik:
Elizabeth Firth, camp stove
Louis Jerome, chainsaw
Aklavik:
Lucy Greenland, camp stove
John Carmichael, chainsaw
Tsiigehtchic:
Louisa Andre, camp stove
Archie Norbert, chainsaw
Fort McPherson:
Georgie Blake, camp stove
Neil Colin, chainsaw

Fanny Greenland (left)
congratulating Louisa Andre
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Discussion from the Meetings
In anticipation of the issues that the
communities might have questions
about or comments on, the Board
invited representatives from each of
the groups responsible for signing
the Plan to these meetings. Norman
Snowshoe, Resource Manager for
GTC, and Arthur Boutilier,
Mackenzie Valley Land Use Planning Coordinator for DIAND, accompanied the Board to most of the
meetings. The GNWT representative, although wanting to attend,
had prior commitments.
What follows is a summary of the
discussion that occurred.
“Will the Board make a ruling on an
exception contrary to the wishes of
the people?”
The Board represents the public interest and must consider the wishes
of the communities on which the
plan is based.
“What about secondary access along
the pipeline route; will the Board be
able to control that?”
The land use plan does not have the
authority to control non-commercial
recreational or harvesting activities
along the pipeline route if it is built.
However, before a pipeline is
granted approval, the impacts of
peripheral land uses will be considered.
“Would like to see some of the special management zones as Conservation Zones.” and somebody else
commented, “Get rid of Conservation Zones to promote economic
growth”.
A land use plan has mechanisms for
change and can address issues like
this. After plan approval, anybody
can approach the Board with recommendations that can be put forward
for consideration in the planning
process during the Plan Review,
which will occur every 5 years, or
in a Plan Amendment if it is more

urgent. Community members
agreed that getting this Plan that
they had approved in 1999 implemented was important and
that these issues could be addressed after plan approval.
“Does the Plan address compensation for development effecting Norman (GTC), Sue (GLUPB), Arthur (DIAND)
beneficiaries?”
DIAND land inspectors are tasked
No. Issues of compensation and acwith making sure developers meet
cess & benefits are handled by the
the terms and conditions of water
Gwich’in Tribal Council.
licences and land use permits. Fisheries and Oceans also have inspec“How much time will it take for the
tors
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“what’s happening with land use
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be responsible for most of these
lands. In Land Claim, it does say
“How do you get on the Board?”
that the GLUPB will work with the
Yukon planning body.
Anyone interested in sitting on the
Board should give their names to
“What about more detailed planthe GTC. The GNWT and Federal
ning?”
government may also draw on this
list for nominees as was the case
After the Plan is approved the
with the nomination of Fanny by
Board will begin more detailed
the GNWT.
planning in priority areas like the
Dempster corridor.
“Under self government, who will be
responsible for land use planning?”
“...DIAND fully supports this
The Gwich’in Land Use Planning
important step of the Board keeping
Board will still be responsible for
you informed of progress, as we all
land within the settlement area that
move forward to actually getting the
is outside of municipal boundaries.
“Who's responsible for making sure
developers don't make a mess?”

Plan approved, and more importantly,
implemented.”
-Arthur Boutilier, DIAND

Gwich'in Land Use Planning Board
Chief Jim Koe Zheh
Box 2478
Inuvik, NT
X0E 0T0
Phone: 867-777-7936
Fax: 867-777-7970
Email: planner@gwichinplanning.nt.ca

Provision for the Gwich’in Land Use Planning Board was made
through the Gwich’in Comprehensive Land Claim Agreement in
1992. Soon after the Land Claim was signed, the Planning Board
operated as an interim board until it was officially established by
the Mackenzie Valley Resource Management Act in 1998.

The Planning Board’s job is to develop and implement a land use
plan for the Gwich’in Settlement Area. In following the principles
outlined in the Land Claim and the Mackenzie Valley Act, the Plan-

We’re on the Web!

www.gwichinplanning.nt.ca

ning Board’s goal has been to develop a land use plan that provides for the conservation, development and utilization of land, water and resources. The goal of the Planning Board has also been to
develop a land use plan that is particularly devoted to the needs of
the Gwich’in, while considering the needs of all Canadians.

Gwich’in Land Use Planning Board Membership
The board members are:
Bob Simpson (Chair)
Charlie Snowshoe (Vice Chair)
Fanny Greenland
Karen LeGresley Hamre
Ian McLeod
Board staff:
Susan McKenzie, Planner
Loretta Villeneuve,
Administrative Support

The Planning Board has five members. The Gwich’in Tribal Council
nominates two members and the Government of the Northwest Territories and Government of Canada each nominate one member. These
four members then nominate a chairperson. The Planning Board is a
public board and the Minister of Indian and Northern Affairs appoints
each of the nominees to be members. Once appointed, members represent the interests of the public, not the interests of the group that
nominated them. They have a three year term and can be nominated
for reappointment.

